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Are you ready for me?

Review your play environment from a child’s point of view.




Emotional Environment

The emotional environment refers to the whole mood or atmosphere of
a setting, how it feels to be a child in that setting. Relationships are what constitute the emotional environment. This includes how people behave, speak to each other and build effective partnerships. It also includes how people are
treated, and how inclusive it is.
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The voice of the Child
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What you can do?

	

How will you welcome me?
 

	
· Stagger children's start dates and keep staff well informed of these. Consider ratio's to allow 1-1 time.
· Allow children to visit the setting, by offering settling in sessions to allow them to familiarise themselves with the place, people and routines before the start date.
· Use welcome signs with child's photograph
· Warmly welcome child by name and with a smile
· Encourage parents to stay and play

	

Do you know me?
Do you know my family?
 

	
· Arrange home visits or child friendly meetings prior to the child's settling in visits.
· Ask parents to complete an all about me with their child.
· Ensure that all staff has access to the appropriate information - and that this communication system is effective.
· Take pictures of the child and/or parent where possible, to allow staff to recognise and welcome them before they start.

	

How do I know who will take care of me?
 

	
· Have a daily photo display of staff working. 
· Develop a strong key person approach, with a buddy system in case of absence.
· Inform parents of any key worker absence.
· Give children time to begin building relationships with staff.
· Observe regularly to ensure they are settling well, noting their body language and facial expressions. 

	

What is the atmosphere like? 
How do people behave?
 

	
· Ensure adults are positive role models
· Ensure adults main focus is on the children within the setting.
· Develop a clear behavior policy, which everyone understands and adheres to consistently.  Involve adults and children in developing it.
· Promote consideration and empathy as key values
· Adults must promote a fun environment and share the children‘s interests along with giving them enough space to be contemplative.
· Promote an environment where the adults in your setting model affectionate, patient and calm behaviours.

	

If I have particular needs, can you support me? 

Will you learn about and understand my individual requirements?
	
· Use your settings SENCO as support, and to develop your practice.

· Develop an Equality and Diversity Policy

· Ensure that staff have up to date SEND training and any other more specific training tailored to individual needs of the children.
· Observe children, note their preferences, interests, learning styles. 

· Observe who children interact with and ways that they prefer to communicate.

· Ensure that staff feel supported. This can be monitored during supervision.

· Plan for individual children’s needs, according to their stage of development rather than their age.


	

How do you help me and my friends to become more confident and independent?
	
· Plan your environment so that children are able to access resources themselves.
· Keep focused activities for days or weeks, planning the timetable to prevent unnecessary breaks.
· Plan the day to allow enough time for children to explore, repeat and pursue their interests in depth.
· Allow children to choose who they play with, and in which area.



The Indoor Environment
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The voice of the Child
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What you can do?

	

Do I feel curious and excited coming in to play?
	
· Look at your setting through the eyes of a child. Consider how it looks and feels from their height.
· Make sure that the setting is not cluttered, is clean, tidy and inviting. 
· Make displays interactive and enticing to stimulate interest.

	

Will I be able to play in lots of different ways? I like to explore and be active at times, and I am quiet and solitary at others.
	
· Arrange your space to have clear areas which allow for different types of play. E.g.  Messy area, quiet cosy corner. 
· Use soft fabrics and cushions or dens to create a calming and reflective space.
· All areas must be flexible and reviewed regularly to accommodate the changing needs and interests of the children.
· Offer a wide range of natural objects for heuristic and exploratory play.
· Encourage children to experiment and be creative with resources.
· Draw a plan of your setting, and consider how the areas could be rearranged.

	
I am developing my physical skills, is there space here for me to crawl and toddle around while I am learning to walk?
	
· Reduce the number of tables and chairs to create clear floor space, allowing children to move around freely.
· Ensure that the furniture in the environment is safe and the right size for the children attending. 
· Are there safe opportunities for young children to pull themselves up to standing with? 
· Observe the children using the space and be aware that the structure might need to be changed to go along with the children’s ever changing physical needs.
· Consider the main walkways through the setting, and how this might affect an early crawler.

	

Where should I keep my personal things?
	
· Children can be provided with their own drawer, peg or basket to store their things. 
· Each child should have an area to store their spare clothes and/or nappies and other personal belongings.
· Make sure that children know where their own things are, and how to be independent in putting them in the right place. 


	

Are resources and activities stimulating me throughout the day, to ensure that I don’t get bored?
	
· Staff will observe their key children, assess their needs and interests and plan individual experiences to support their learning.
· Staff should reflect on the environment and resources on a regular basis to ensure that it is meeting the needs of the children.
· Resources should be appropriate, in working order and invite the children to explore.



	







Outdoor Environment
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What you can do?

	

When can I go outside? How long can I play outside?
	
· Offer open access to your outdoor area where possible.
· Review your settings routines and timetables to allow children to have uninterrupted time outdoors to develop their play.

	


Do the grown-ups like to be outside?

	
· Ensure that staff have current training on the importance of outdoor play. 
· Ensure staff have appropriate outdoor clothing – Hats, gloves,  waterproofs, footwear, sunhats  etc
· Create a culture which respects the value of outdoor play, and promote this to parents.
· Create displays to demonstrate the learning that is taking place in your outdoor environment.
· Observe staff regularly to ensure that they have positive interactions with children outdoors.

	


What can I do outside? Can I be messy and loud? Can I be quiet and thoughtful?
	
· Develop areas of the garden, creating spaces for different types of activity.
· Develop secret dens and shaded areas, create pathways and space for moving freely.
· Allow children to be noisy and energetic.
· Regularly review your outdoor provision to get an overview of what experiences are on offer.
· Ensure that the outdoor environment is flexible and suitable for all children, including those with specific physical needs.

	
Will I find out about the real world?
	
· Children should have access to outdoor areas in all weather. Settings can provide appropriate clothes such as sun hats, waterproof clothes and footwear to support this.  
· Grow fruit and vegetables with the children.
· Create ‘mini-beast hotels’ with log piles and twigs.
· Make and hang bird feeders
· Create a muddy patch for digging and exploring.
· Staff can offer resources to help the children to explore while outside. Such as magnifying glasses, tweezers and nets.


	

How can I practice my physical skills outside?
	
· Offer resources such as ladders, logs, planks, tyres and tunnels to help children develop and extend their physical skills. 

· Arrange the area so that children have the space to develop these skills. Such as an area for bikes, for throwing and catching, or running.  
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This tool can be copied and used, alongside the child’s voice audit, to assess the individual needs of your setting.
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