Creating a curriculum 
The ‘curriculum’ is the content of what we want children to know, understand and be able to do. Your Early Years curriculum is based on the educational programmes contained in the EYFS Statutory framework, covering the seven areas of learning and development. These provide a starting point on which you build your curriculum.  The curriculum should then reflect the needs of the cohort of children attending and the community in which you are based. For example, if you are in an area where high numbers of children do not have access to a garden, you may have a focus on physical play and the outdoor environment.

 The curriculum you plan will be unique to your setting and should not be static. It will evolve and change as staff get to know children and as cohorts move on, it should be responsive to your children’s needs. The children’s developing interests will shape the nature of your curriculum as the year progresses, but you will also need to plan core knowledge and skills which you feel your children need to be taught.

 Children will only be interested initially in things they already know; it is up to you to widen their experiences and to prepare them for their next stage in education. Depending on the age and prior learning of the children you are working with, the prime areas may be your predominant focus with specific areas being woven in later. Breadth of understanding and knowledge is more important that rushing onto the next stage.

Some things you may want to consider when planning your curriculum are: 
1. what your children already know. (Cultural capital) 
2. how learning builds sequentially – by building knowledge, skills and learning behaviours from what the children already know and can do towards identified end points or outcomes
3. the role of adults in moving children’s learning on
4. the accessibility and suitability of resources
5. how children's interests are utilised and valued
6. the statutory requirements in each of the seven areas of learning outlined in the Educational Programmes statements in the EYFS statutory framework.
7. how you want to prepare children for their next stage of learning and life in modern Britain

A curriculum is what you want the children to learn in the time they are with you. It must be based on the statutory early years foundation stage (EYFS), which gives you a framework that you can build on, through the 7 areas of learning. You can decide how best to deliver those areas by creating a curriculum unique to your setting, providing activities and experiences that deliver those areas of learning’. (www.gov.uk)

Observation and Assessment
Ongoing formative observation forms the basis of what you do, in terms of planning stimulating and challenging activities and experiences for the children in the setting. It ensures you are responding on a day-to-day basis to meeting children’s individual needs. Observations are not required to be in a written format, although if a practitioner has a large number of key children, they may find it useful to make some notes on each child. It is very much about the knowledge memorised by practitioners, and the ability to use this knowledge to provide children with the learning experiences and challenges they need to make progress. Observing children and then assessing these observations, helps us to build a picture of the child’s developmental progress, interests and also identifies any areas of support required.
 
There are non-statutory guidance documents that can support with this including the DfE produced ‘Development Matters’ found at  Development Matters - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and ‘ Birth to Five Matters’, developed by the sector and found at Birthto5Matters-download.pdf. You do not have to use either of these, you should use whatever guidance document suits your practice. 
Observing how individual children learn will support in ensuring that all children make good progress.  You are then able to appropriately tailor the learning environment to meet individual children’s requirements. Having an in-depth knowledge of the characteristics of teaching and learning (COTL) will support this. These explain the differing ways that children learn and develop- more information can be found Development Matters (page 13) or Birth to Five matters (page 22).

It is advisable to produce a written summative assessment of children’s progress to share with parents at least once a term. This will ensure that there is an overview of the child, and any gaps in development are identified to allow for interventions to be put in place.
 
There are a three Statutory assessment documents that you must complete. These are:
· 2 Year progress check (please see template this section)
· Baseline Assessment at start of reception year 
· Assessment at the end of EYFS - Early Years Foundation stage Profile (EYFSP)

The baseline assessment at the start of reception and the EYFSP will both be done when the child is in formal schooling. Although if you have a child who has deferred for a year, and will be going straight into year one, the setting will need to complete the EYFSP.  
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In order to effectively plan, prepare and organise for good quality provision, practitioners need to observe children during play whilst regularly assessing this process. The information gained from this will enable practitioners to offer appropriate challenge to children, taking into account both their developmental needs and changing interests. 

Principles of planning
· Planning will effectively put the principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage into practice, ensuring that children are provided with a broad range of learning opportunities over the seven areas of learning. 
· The sequential way children need to learn should always be taken into account, when planning next steps in children’s learning and development. . 
· Planning creates the opportunity for all practitioners to contribute to a setting wide approach to children’s learning and development. 
· Planning should be based on observations and children’s interests to show a clear pathway of their on-going development.
· Planning should always remain flexible in light of children’s changing needs and interests.
· Planning for children should include parents and other professionals involved with the child. 
· When planning ensure that children are given the opportunity to take ownership of their own learning. 
· The balance between child and adult initiated activities will vary dependent on individual children’s needs and learning styles.
· Children should be able to independently access resources and lead their own learning on a daily basis. 

Planning Adult Initiated activities/experiences 
Adult initiated planning should take account of observations, interests and relevant next steps. As with all activities/experiences you will need to think about the learning intent and how to implement this effectively. Then think about the impact this will have on the child’s developmental progress.
These activities will be based around each child’s developmental stage, interests and learning style.
Peer learning should also be encouraged to create a cooperative learning environment.
Resources and Equipment
Children need to have access to a wide range of age appropriate, engaging and stimulating resources. Resources should arouse children’s curiosity and support in developing awe and wonder in the world around them.
It is vital that resources are reviewed and rotated regularly to take account of children’s developmental needs and changing interests. 
Resources should also be regularly assessed to ensure they are safe, clean and easily accessible for all children. 
Routines
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These routines, as with planning, should be flexible and reactive to children’s changing needs.
Children should be given ample opportunity to conclude their play, whilst being made aware of transition periods. 
Also do not forget the many learning opportunities that can take place within care routines. From counting out the plates at snack time to singing with a child whilst changing a nappy. More information exploring the pedagogy of care found at  What is the Pedagogy of Care? (communityplaythings.com) 

Guidance on use of observation, assessment and planning documents

All About Me
[image: C:\Users\franklind\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\MLA2G02I\NrIoG[1].jpg]This should be completed alongside parents prior to children’s’ entry to the setting, generally during settling in sessions. This will include all key information on children to give practitioners an understanding of each child’s needs, likes and interests. (Please see template included.)

EYFS guide for parents
This provides parents with a brief and easily accessible understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage and how their child will learn and progress. It is also designed to promote partnership working and to help the transition between learning in the setting and learning at home. This can be found at: 
 What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf (foundationyears.org.uk) 

Starting points
Practitioners will need to know what a child can already do and what their interests are before they start at the setting. This will allow them to immediately start planning appropriate experiences/activities. A practitioner may want to take some notes when discussing this with parents, or there may have a more formal document in place to be completed with the parent. The most important thing is that there is knowledge of where the child is up to in their learning and development, and if the parent has any concerns in relation to this. 

Planning for individual interests and next steps
Planning should always take account of both children’s developmental needs and their ever-changing interests in equal measure. This can be achieved through both individualised planning, as well as group planning at various times. Children’s next steps should be effectively incorporated into both planned activities and also enhancements made to the provision, enabling a number of relevant learning opportunities.  Plans do not have to be written but if caring for a large number of children it may be helpful to make some notes to assist (Please see template included.) 
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Practitioners will be constantly observing the children in their care, noticing what they can and can’t do and planning moment by moment. It needs to be ensured that the child is presented with enough challenge, but also allowed time to consolidate learning.  Sensitive practitioners will know how sequence children’s learning,  when to step in and support a child and when to allow a child to develop independent play and problem-solving skills. If there are any written observations undertaken these should be objective – just describing exactly what the child is doing. The assessment of children’s learning and development, be it through written observations or using practitioners’ knowledge of the child, will then form the basis for the child’s next steps, ensuring that learning is progressed effectively. If you are caring for a child with emerging SEND issues or a diagnosed condition, you will be required to complete written observations and plans to provide evidence for funding streams or for professional meetings. (Please see template included.) 

Practitioners may want to take photographs of the children in their care, but there is no expectation from Ofsted that these are required to evidence children’s progress.  If you do take pictures, you need to ask yourself, what are they to be used for, is a good use of staff time and does it impact on children’s learning and development?  


EYFS Tracking
There is no expectation to produce a written tracker to chart children’s progress.  You may want to use a simple document related to the prime areas of learning for the youngest children and all 7 areas for the oldest children. This would just need to state if the children are on track or not. This may be especially useful in a bigger setting where a key person may care for a large number of children.  
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Summative Assessment
Even though there is no requirement to produce written evidence of children’s progress, you may want to produce a half termly or termly summary. This should contain a brief description of the progress the child has made in each relevant area of learning and development. Don’t forget that the summative assessment produced when the child is two is a Statutory requirement (Please see template included.) 

Cohort Tracking
If you are using simplified tracking documents, it will be easy to identify those cohorts of children that may require extra support.  Most practitioners, if asked, could identify those groups of children who are struggling. The expectation remains, that a setting supports and plans for those cohorts of children they identify as having gaps in particular areas of development. You will need to think about what interventions are planned for these children, with a view to closing the gap. It may be about providing appropriate challenge to those children who are exceeding expected levels of development. 

Two Year Progress Check
This is a statutory requirement and should be completed when a child is between 24 and 30 months old. The two-year progress check involves a brief summary of children’s development in the three prime areas. (Please see template included.)

Shared Review
Some settings, who have an identified link health professional, can complete a shared 2-year review. This integrates the 2-year progress check and the child’s 2-year health check. It involves a meeting, usually held at the setting, bringing together parents, the child’s key worker and the health visitor. This creates a more rounded view of children’s development between the ages of two/two and a half as it combines a range of viewpoints in one integrated approach. For more information on the shared review please contact the Quality Improvement or Business Support Team at fis@wirral.gov.uk or telephone 606 3980
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