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	Peer/Room observations: Guidance notes



	Planning

	· ‘Observing Good Practice’
· Highlights sufficient differentiation to allow all children to make progress.
· There is a clear intent for particular activities
· Contains links to relevant and age appropriate areas of the EYFS.
· Contains links to characteristics of effective learning.
· Children’s interests are apparent within the planning process.
· Staff involve children within the planning process, as well as parents views/ideas.
· Planning is flexible to the children’s ever changing needs and interests.
· Planning shows evidence of learning intentions that lead to relevant on-going activities. 
· Children are encouraged to plan for their own learning. 
· Planning shows progression/sequencing and provides children with relevant opportunities to continue their development
· Observations are carried out to continually inform the planning process
· Planning is evaluated to inform future development opportunities
· Continuous provision/enhancements to the environment are considered. 


	· ‘Observing Practice to Develop’
· Differentiation doesn’t allow for all children to access learning opportunities. 
· Children’s interests are not considered within the planning process for activities.
· There is not a clear intent for the activity, or the intent is lost within the activity
· Planning is limited in its scope, ie: only takes into account practitioner’s individual input.
· Staff do not appear to plan to support children’s thinking and concept development.
· Observation of children’s progress is not evident, and planning is not evaluated regularly.
· Links to relevant areas of the EYFS are not clear.
· Characteristics of effective learning are not referenced in the planning process.




	Environment

	· ‘Observing Good Practice’
· The setting is arranged with a good choice so that children can play alone as well as in groups. 
· It is clear how particular learning intentions are implemented within the environment.
· Procedures are in place to ensure areas within the room do not become overcrowded. 
· Procedures are in place to monitor how often areas are accessed and the level of resourcing available
· Practitioners actively ensure areas of the provision are interchangeable allowing children to develop play in a greater number of ways. 
· Children are encouraged to tidy up and take ownership of their environment.
· Areas are available for children to relax when required.
· Suitable arrangements are made for children sleeping and resting.
· The environment is well resourced but not overly stimulating. 
· Displays are meaningful, have a clear input from children and add to the provision.


	· ‘Observing Practice to Develop’
· No clear delineation of areas if apparent
· No clear implementation of learning intent
· Staff do not lay out the setting or organise activities
· Noise levels within the setting are not conducive to communication
· The area is always set out in the same way following a pre-set plan
· Areas for sleeping are unsuitable and do not provide a place for children to adequately relax.
· Too many resources are available which overwhelms children and prevents them engaging in meaningful play. 






	Interactions

	· ‘Observing Good Practice’
· Staff are actively involved with children’s play, always in a sensitive and appropriate manner.
· Staff position themselves strategically to ensure they can engage sensitively in children’s play
· Staff spend time scaffolding/sequencing children’s learning when appropriate.
· Staff are responsive to children’s needs, feelings and moods during play
· Staff ensure children are given the opportunity to speak and develop play
· Staff ensure they are positioned appropriately to meet children’s needs
· Staff pause to allow children an opportunity to respond
· Conversations are rephrased to check children’s understanding 
· Staff scaffold and model correct language slightly above children’s current levels to extend their learning/add sufficient challenge.


	· ‘Observing Practice to Develop’
· Staff step back from children’s play and do not engage in children’s activities. 
· Staff do not display warm and welcoming body language to the children
· Staff stifle communication 
· Children are spoken down to and in a babyish manner, using developmentally inappropriate language. 
· Staff do not take opportunities to extend children’s learning and vocabulary








	Resources

	· ‘Observing Good Practice’
· Resources are easily accessible for children at all times.
· Resources are varied and sufficiently differentiated
· Resources are clearly aimed at the children present, encouraging them to engage 
· Resources are provided to develop children’s curiosity and questioning
· The provision encourages resources to be used in different areas to develop play further 
· Resources are open ended deliberately to encourage exploration (loose parts)
· Resources reflect children’s interests



	· ‘Observing Practice to Develop’
· Children have limited access to resources.
· Resources don’t allow all children to engage fully in play.
· Staff stand back all of the time and only allow child initiated play with resources
· Books and other resources are only available in a designated area




	Children’s Engagement Levels

	· ‘Observing Good Practice’
· Boundaries and expectations are clear and age appropriate, allowing children to engage fully.
· Staff show an awareness of each child as an individual and factors this into activities.
· Children are praised and rewarded for engaging in activities, promoting positive engagement with praise at all times. 
· Children are encouraged to join in with activities to develop their engagement 
· Staff encourage children to use their imagination and creativity to explore and experiment
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Children are supported to develop concentration and attention skills


	· ‘Observing Practice to Develop’
· Staff do not set out clear boundaries and expectations consistently which affects children’s engagement
· Staff do not adequately engage children in individual ways.
· Praise and reward for children is inconsistent.
· Investigation and exploration is encouraged very little
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Are you interested in understanding your
baby’s development and behaviour?
Children’s Centres run a number of courses to help and
support you.

If you would like to know more please speak to your local
Children's Centre.

Safe and Sound Safety Equipment Scheme
Free safety equipment on offer to families with children under
the age of 2 includes:

Safety Gates, Window Restrictors, Fire Guards, Cupboards locks,
Comer Cushions and Smoke Alarms.

There is a criteria to be met.

For more information phone your local centre. In Partnership
with Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service.

Parents Forum

Come along and ‘have a say’ in local Children’s Centre services

We hold regular Parents Forum sessions and value your support
and feedback.

Register your interest at your local Children's Centre
or contact David Bennett or Ardren Simpson on 0151 652 1916.

Volunteering Opportunities
Been out of the workplace for a while?
Want to build up your knowledge and confidence?
Have a few hours to spare?
Try volunteering at your local Children's Centre.
You will receive a comprehensive training and support package
to enhance your knowledge and skills to date.
Register your interest at your local children’s centre.

Sure Start
Children’s Centres

Brassey Gardens Children’s Centre (main hub)
Brassey Gardens, 2 Brassey Street, Birkenhead CH418DA
Tel: 0151 652 1916
Rock Ferry Children’s Centre (Satellite)
Rock Ferry, lonic Street, Rock Ferry CH42 281
Tel: 0151 644 5500
Cathcart Children’s Centre (Satellite)
Cathcart, Dover Street, Birkenhead CH413)Y
Tel: 0151 647 4445
Prenton Children’s Centre (Outreach)
Prenton, Bramwell Avenue, Prenton CH43 0RQ
Tel: 0151 608 7253
Claughton Children’s Centre (Outreach)
Claughton, Ridgeview Road, Prenton CHa3 9HG
Tel: 0151 488 5948
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